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ONCOLOGY NURSING SOCIETY POSITION

It Is the Position of ONS That

• Oncologynursesprovidecomprehensiveeducationto
individualsandfamiliesaboutcervicalcancerprevention
andearlydetection,includingeducationonsafersexual
practices,theHPVvaccine,andtheimportanceofannual
Paptests.

• Thedecisiontovaccinateafemaleundertheageof18
withtheHPVvaccineismadebyherparentsorlegal
guardiansinconsultationwiththefamily’spediatrician
orotherhealthcareproviders.

• Privateandpublicsectorpayersprovidefullcoveragefor
theHPVvaccine.

• Federalprograms,suchasVaccinesforChildren,that
supportvaccinationsforchildrenreceiveincreasedfunding
toprovidefreevaccines,includingtheHPVvaccine.

• Awarenesscampaignsandothereffortstoeducatethepublic
aboutavailabilityoftheHPVvaccinebeundertakenand
fundedbystateandfederalgovernmentstoensurethat
parentscanmakeinformeddecisionsaboutwhethertheir
daughtersshouldreceivethevaccine.

The Human Papillomavirus Vaccine  

and Prevention of Cervical Cancer

AlthoughtheuseofPapsmearshascontributedtoasharpdeclineincervicalcancerincidenceoverthepast50years,more
than9,700womenwerediagnosedwithcervicalcancerin2007(Jemaletal.,2007).Whendetectedatanearlystage,cervical
cancercanbetreatedeffectively.Cervicalcancerdiagnosedatanadvancedstagemaybefatal;3,700womendiefromcervical
cancerintheUnitedStateseachyear(Jemaletal.).Socioeconomicandracialdisparitiesexistwithrespecttocervicalcancer
incidenceandmortality;forexample,themortalityrateofAfricanAmericanwomenismorethandoublethatofCaucasians
(U.S.CancerStatisticsWorkingGroup,2006).ResearchersestimatethatthecostofcervicalcancertreatmentintheUnitedStates
is$146.6millionperyear,whiletheannualcostoftreatingprecancerouscervicallesionsis$3.6billion(Chesson,Blandford,
Gift,Tao,&Irwin,2004).
Infectionwiththehumanpapillomavirus(HPV)isthemostsignificantriskfactorfordevelopingcervicalcancer(Franco&Harper,

2005).EachyearintheUnitedStates,6.2millionpeopleareinfectedwithHPVandatleast50%ofsexuallyactivepeopleare
estimatedtobecomeinfectedwithHPVatsometimeintheirlives(CentersforDiseaseControlandPrevention[CDC],2006).
In2006,theU.S.FoodandDrugAdministrationlicensedthefirstHPVvaccineforfemalesages9–26years.Gardasil®(Merck),

giventhroughaseriesofthreeinjectionsoverasix-monthtimeperiod,protectsagainstfourHPVtypes,whichtogethercause70%
ofcervicalcancersand90%ofgenitalwarts.TheHPVvaccinationdoesnoteliminatetheneedforannualPaptestsanddoesnot
treatexistingHPVinfections,genitalwarts,precancers,orcancers(CDC,2006).
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