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Financial Disclosure: Why We Should Care Authors' financial association with lop· ics and products covered in published art ides has received increased aucntion lately 111 both the lay anti professional press. lmlially perceived a, primarily a problem tor physicians. the availability of money from the private sector (e.g .• pharmaceutical companies) for nurses to speak and write for publication has made the problem one that the nursing profession 111ll',l address Financial association with a company or a product rnn rcsuh in a perceived rnnfltct or rn1en:s1. whtch can he defined as a s1tLiat1on 1n which personal 111terests. rclatiun,h1ps. or activitii:s coultl prejudice one's ability to ohjcclivcly perform profcsstonal tlut1cs. For those of us producing tlm Journal. el1111inat111g bias of thosc writing anti rcv1i:w111g papers 1s a specific and co111111u111g concern. We Mniggle with two types of conllict of interest. Intellectual conflicts exist "in the head'' anti arc not tangible nor arc they optional. lnwlkclllal cunllict or interest is inhen:nt in the peer-review process because the succcs, of peer revicw is predicated on the n:v1ewcrs having expert l.nowlcdgc of the topic in 4uestion. This almost guarantees a certain level of compclltiveness in regard to a topic. The practice of double blinding the review process has arisen. in part. to reduce some or the potential bias when evaluating colleagues· worl.. 
Financial interests. on the other hand. arL· tangible and optional and refer to artili a11011s with or involvement in any organi ,ation or entity with a direct finantial interest 111 the subject matter or materiab discussed 111 the manuscript. The,e may include • Sources of funding for research 01 education endeavors from which researchresulh• Ownership interest (e.g .. stock)• Receipt of salary. honoraria. gifts, ortravel expenses for manuscript prepara-11on or for the oral presentation fromwhich the manuscript was prepared• Paymclll made by a company with aninterest in the product or subject matter to an editor or editorial company for assistance with manuscript pn:paration • Financial interest in the product or subJect mailer by the author. the author'semploycr. or the author's immediatefamily members• Employment by, consultancy to. olfer-111g paid expert testimony for. or part1c1-pat111g as a board or advisory committeemember for a corporate organiza!lonwith a financial interest 111 the product orsub1ect matter.Many biomedical publications h,1ve ,1disclosure policy 111 regard to financial 111-tcrcst. Authors and peer reviewer, are required to disclose financial assoctallons with the topic of a paper or products men tinned therein. 1 his infonnation then is disclosed to relevant parties. including readers. when an article is published. In general. disclosure should not anti docs not preclude publication provided that a manuscript has met the appropriate s1andards for acceptance. A general agreement exists that failure-10-dbdosc unfairly represents the pap.:r and ih conclusions as compktely nonbiased and trustworthy. While that. in fact. might bc the case, with out disclosure, the reader is deprived of the opportunity lo appreciate the research results or the information presented in the paper m its complete contc>.t. In adchtion to manuscripts fo1 journal publication, material subject to f1nanc1al disclosure policy can include bool.s and monographs. bool. chapter,. manuals. guidl!i1m:s. book and media reviews. lcllcrs 10 the etlitor. contributions to Journal features containing clinical content. and articles for newsletters. For that rca,on, the Oncology Nursing Press. Inc. Board of Directors recently i1l',titutcd a financial tlisclosure policy to cover all of these acth itics. Potential aulhors will find tl11S policy addressed on the ma,thcad of ONS publica tions. The policy 1s reflected in an expanded explanation in the author guidelines It has been incorporated into the author agree ment/copyright assignment form. Lastly, all Pres, Board members. editors. and mem-ONf· VOL 27. NO 3. 2000 421 bcrs of the editonal anti rc\iew bo,1rds of all ONS puhlications 1,1,ill sign a form ycarl) that lisb all financial intcrcsts \\ 1th a potcn tial for cau,111g a nmllict of intcn:st. For authors. d1sdosurc ot financial interest 1s required at the time the manusnipt is subm11tcd for peer re,icw (it a journal ar t1cle7 or al the t1111c uf submission of thc bool. or monograph proposal. Tl11s 1nfor 1�11 h sharetl with peer rc,iewcrs at thc �me of the rcv1cw Editors 1,1,ill he able to assign peer rL·\ 1cwcr, \\ho du not have a finmKial stah· in the product be11H' dis cussed min a competitor's product. When necessary. f111anc1al a"ueiations on the part uf the author will he sharo.'d with readers as part of the authm's hiograph1c 111l ormatiun upon publication. As we have seen in reL·cnt new, rcpo11s. hav111g a tinancial disclosun: policy will not nccessanly pri:n:nt failure to-d1sclosc 111 all ca,cs. Ncvcrthclcss. it 1, 1111port,111t to be on the record mandating appropriate d1sclo ,ure. Education of author, anti readers ahl.c 1s an important part of implement mg these policies. In adtl1t1on to editorials such as this. ONS's editors \,\,ill be available at Congn:ss and by phone and c mail to an swcr 4ucsti(m,. allay concerns. and discuss the , alue of 1nstitut1ng this polic� In the mtcrcst of cnsunng L'Ontinucd integrity uf t:ach of our publications. we can do no less. Please tal.e a minute to re,icw the masthead (p. 413) and the revised author gu1del111cs (pp. 469--470) to sec spcc1tkally how tl11S policy 1s being implememed. Develop a habit of reading the author· s b1ugrnph1cal 111for111ation on the fir,t page of each article. and mal.c note of any financial untlcrwnt ing of or assoc1a11011 with the worl. described in the artiLie Those of you who arc peer reviewer), or who arc apply111g for a review hoard can c:-pcct lo rcce1ve a form lo sign very shortly. With a lilllc cl Ion. we will all soon be smana .111d more discernmg cunsu1m:rs of the prolcssinnal litcrature published hy ONS and the nursing publish ing community in general. That ,�ill be a good dcvclop111cnt for our profc">ion. and that is the b1.0\t reason ol all to care. _.2.5 D
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